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with the defective shall reach the level of our treatment
of the insane. Two points in the recent history of the
matter are of special interest to us here./When Binet
devised his very useful set of tests for the determination
of the level of intelligence and the diagnosis of mental
defect, he, once more, established connections between
the experimental and the pathological streams in the
modem psychological movement. And the recent
development of interest in eugenics, primarily a bio-
logical problem, but spreading to psychology and espe-
cially to the question of mental defect and its heredity,
has brought three streams together in what bids fair to
be a very important activity.

The history of hypnotism, as of psychotherapy gener-
ally, is of interest in relation to the development of
modern psychology. Without considering the various
practices which, under many names in many peoples,
are essentially the same as hypnotism, we may begin
with the 'animal magnetism* of Mesmer. This
Viennese physician, a man not without scientific bent,
though the mystical element was more pronounced in
his make-up, put forward about 1770 the conception
(in part an old conception) that a magnetic influence
passing from one person to another was capable of pro-
ducing curative effects. He found this magnetism
specially strong in himself, and claimed to heal by its
means. Migrating to Paris in 1778, he aroused great
excitement by his seances, staged much like those of a
magician, in which he produced trances and convulsions
in some of his more susceptible subjects, and apparently
cured some ailments which would now be classed as
nervous. A royal commission, including Lavoisier and